Valmiki Ramayana

As Taught by Swami Dayananda Saraswati

This is the twenty third part of the serial article, continuation from June 2023 newsletter.
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utsavasca mahanasidayodhyayari janakulah |

rathyasca janasambadha natanartakasankulah |1 1-18-18
gayanaisca viravinyo vadanaisca tathaparaih |
virejurvipulastatra sarvaratnasamanvitah 11 1-18-19
pradeyamsca dadau raja sutamagadhavandinam |
brahmanebhyo dadau vittarir godhanani sahasrasah || 1-18-20
atityaikadasaharii tu namakarma tathakarot |

jyestharit ramarit mahatmanarin bharatam kaikayisutam |1 1-18-21
saumitririt laksmanamiti satrughnamaparari tatha |

vasisthah paramaprito namani kurute tada || 1-18-22
brahmanan bhojayamasa paurajanapadanapi |




udadad brahmananarn ca ratnaughamamalarit bahu 11 1-18-23
tesari janmakriyadini sarvakarmanyakarayat |
tesam keturiva jyestho ramo ratikarah pituh 11-18-24
babhiiva bhityo bhiitanari svayambhiiriva sammatah |
sarve vedavidah Stirah sarve lokahite ratah |1 1-18-25
sarve jiianopasampannah sarve samudita gunaih |
tesamapi mahateja ramah satyaparakramah || 1-18-26
istah sarvasya lokasya Sasanka iva nirmalah |
gajaskandhe’svaprsthe ca rathacaryasu sammatah || 1-18-27
dhanurvede ca niratah pituh susriisane ratah |
balyat prabhrti susnigdho laksmano laksmivardhanah |1 1-18-28
ramasya lokaramasya bhraturjyesthasya nityasah |
sarvapriyakarastasya ramasyapi sariratah |1 1-18-29
laksmano laksmisampanno bahihprana ivaparah |
na ca tena vind nidrari labhate purusottamah |1 1-18-30
mrstamannamupanitamasnati nahi tari ving |
yada hi hayamariidho mrgayam yati raghavah 11 1-18-31
athainarii prsthato bhyeti sadhanuh paripalayan |
bharatasyapi satrughno laksmanavarajo hi sah |1 1-18-32
pranaih priyataro nityari tasya casit tatha priyah |
sa caturbhirmahabhagaih putrairdasarathah priyaih 11 1-18-33
The boys grew quickly and rapidly assimilated all that young nobles need-
ed to learn of sastra and veda. Lakshmana was inseparable from Rama, as if anoth-
er prana, the very breath of Rama. The boys excelled in the dhanurveda, the second-
ary veda that deals with weaponry, archery mainly. Ayurveda, dealing with health
and long life, is the other secondary veda. All four boys were highly proficient in
every one of the vedas. Lakshmana, blessed with all that is good that a man can
hope to have, with all Lakshmi’s blessings, was always in service to Rama, his el-
der brother. His devotion was unmatched. Rama would neither eat food nor sleep
if Lakshmana were not around. The three younger brothers were all devoted to

the great Rama.
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babhtiva paramaprito devairiva pitamahah |
te yada jiianasampannah sarve samudita gunaih || 1-18-34
hrimantah kirtimantasca sarvajiia dirghadarsinah |
tesamevamprabhavanari sarvesari diptatejasam |1 1-18-35
pita dasaratho hrsto brahma lokadhipo yatha |
te capi manujavyaghra vaidikadhyayane ratah || 1-18-36

Just as Lakshmana shadowed Rama, Shatrughna followed his brother Bha-
rata. What Lakshmana was to Rama, Shatrughna was to Bharata. The boys grew
up very well. Dasharatha was greatly pleased seeing the boys growing and study-
ing, filled with knowledge, blessed with all virtues, humble though deserving of
all fame. People came from all quarters to see the sanctified foursome. Sages,
those with the power to foretell, left their forest huts to come and see this prom-
ised Rama. Brahmaji watched and was satisfied. He patted himself on his own
back, “Oh, what a good job I have done.” Such a creation, his handiwork, the sun
and stars and moon and earth and wind and water and life and knowledge, he
saw that there was nothing worthwhile left to be desired. There was no miscalcu-
lation, everything working in harmony, everything interconnected, no random
correspondence anywhere, all disciplines of knowledge interrelated, all forces
connected to all other forces, a network well-knit, colorful, mirthful, and useful.
“Me, God, did I do that?” Just as Brahmaji’'s glory became spread over creation,
Dasharatha’s heart and head exulted at his four sons who grew up free of pain

and disease and anxiety.

By the age of sixteen, Rama was an accomplished, even extraordinary, per-
son. One day, Vishvamitra came to the city of Ayodhya. Vishvamitra was a great
sage who was known for both his anger and his tapas. In anger he would curse
and thereby lose power. Then he would work, perform austerities, and again
grow powerful. Vishvamitra was a typical legendary Vedic character. He was also
a king. Once he happened to go to a forest for hunting. He and his entire retinue

grew hungry. He spotted sage Vasishtha’s hut and approached him for food.




Vashistha, without a blink, said, “Okay I will fix up lunch for you. How many
hundreds of you are there? No problem, it is ready, please have them come on
over.” Now, Vasishtha had a cow, a special cow, this kamadhenu. It seems that
whatever is desired by it’s master is given by that cow. It is a divine cow. The only
requirement was that the one who asked for something be, as was Vasistha, a
brahmarsi, a rsi who had the knowledge of brahman, one who, among all the rsis,
was contemplative, sattvika, a brahmana, one no longer rajasika. Vishvamitra got
wind of this unique cow, and of course, as a king, he wanted to be given the cow.
Vasishtha said that Vishvamitra could take the cow, but he warned him that the

cow would not behave.

“Oh, I will make him behave,” said King Vishvamitra. But it was no use.
Though he repeatedly tried, the cow would neither move nor yield to Vishvami-
tra. The king grew angry, and out of his anger he decided to become a brahmarsi
and make the cow behave. He renounced his kingdom and went to the forest and
began doing tapas to become a brahmaysi. He became powerful all right, but over
and over he would lose his temper and then lose the powers he had gained. We
will see stories of these extraordinary powers. Eventually, Vishvamitra was ac-
cepted as a rdjarsi, a royal rsi, a rajasika rsi, but not a brahmarsi. Some people would
have called him anything though just to avoid an encounter with him. But Vish-
vamitra insisted, “Only Vasishtha should say that I am a brahmayrsi.” Vasishtha
would never tell a lie, and he was not afraid of anybody. Over time, as Vasishtha
became more and more subdued, he indicated that Vishvamitra was a brahmaysi.
After that, Vishvamitra relaxed somewhat, but he continued his pursuit of the

various siddhis and powers.
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yatha sadrsadaresu putrajanmaprajasya vai |

pranastasya yatha labho yatha harso mahodayah |1 1-18-51

tathaivagamanarih manye svagatarm te mahamune |

kari ca te paramarin kamarit karomi kimu harsitah |1 1-18-52

patrabhiito’si me brahman distya prapto’si manada |

adya me saphalam janma jivitari ca sujivitam || 1-18-53

yasmad viprendramadraksarm suprabhata nisa mama |

ptirvam rajarsisabdena tapasa dyotitaprabhah |1 1-18-54

brahmarsitvamanupraptah piijyo’si bahudha maya |

tadadbhutamabhiid vipra pavitram paramarit mama || 1-18-55

Subhaksetragatascahari tava sandarsanat prabho |

brithi yat prarthitar tubhyarin karyamagamanari prati || 1-18-56

icchamyanugrhito’harir tvadarthaparivrddhaye |

karyasya na vimarsar ca gantumarhasi suvrata |1 1-18-57

karta cahamasesena daivatarii hi bhavan mama |

mama cayamanuprapto mahanabhyudayo dvija |

tavagamanajah krtsno dharmascanuttamo dovija |1 1-18-58

iti hrdayasukharii nisamya vakyarin Srutisukhamatmavata vinitamuktam |
prathitagunayasa gunairvisistah paramaysih paramari jagama harsam || 1-18-59
Vishvamitra came to the gates of Ayodhya and told the gatekeepers to inform the
king that Vishvamitra had come. Everybody knew Vishvamitra’s name, and the
keepers ran to Dasharatha. Dasharatha hurried to the gate with all the ministers
and received the great rsi.

To be continued...




