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108 Names of Sri Dakshinamurti

%RIWHWWWWI
;[T-'-lTG:F{El'T 3T|'*:RUT ﬁWW%Hﬂ:I?HTﬂTHWHIHWHHI

ek WWII%HWWWWIWE-WHW BICE
ad T: | AR Seaqd e galagadRaar i geane SiugnEd (3-28-18, 20)

Salutations to the One who is adorned with a variety of ornaments.

The devotee should meditate upon all aspects of the Lord’s form in detail to
the extent possible and should meditate on all the limbs of the Lord, until one
is able to gain (by practice) an unswerving mind. The mind that is accomplished
abides in the Lord’s form fully (Srimadbhégavatan, (3-28-18, 20).
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Salutations to the One whose beautiful form enchants prakrtih, or Parvati.
The Lord’s form is not only of the nature of reality and auspiciousness, but it
is also beautiful. All beautiful things obtaining in the world are due to the

play of the power of Maya of the Lord alone.

Note: There is only one Purusa; all the jiva upadhis are prakrti. Even a little
knowledge of Purusa makes every mind fascinated by the glories of the Purusa.
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Salutations to the One who enjoys the sweetness of the music that is divine.

Musicians hold that the sweet sound (notes and melodies) of music is indeed
a manifestation of the Lord. ‘I forever salute Sankara, the embodiment of
music’. This is a popular song of Saint Tyagaraja. The sound that is enjoyed
is Brahman. The one that enjoys is also Brahman. ‘I am the food, I am the
food, I am the food; I am the eater of the food, I am the eater of the food,
I am the eater of the food (3-10)’. It is thus dilated upon in the
Taittirlyopanisad that one and the same Lord obtains in the form of both
the enjoyer and the enjoyed.
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Salutations to the One who is adorned with the ornamdents in the form of
serpents.

It is affirmed by the scriptures that the unmanifest formless supreme
Brahman in association with the power of Maya is the cause of creation of
the universe. The power of Maya is non-different from the weilder of that
power. This profound matter is given an esoteric symbolism by the sages
who use often mystic language. A serpent is a symbol of power; because
it can move very fast even though it is not endowed with feet. It is not at
all a wonder that a living being endowed with feet moves fast. That a living
being not thus endowed can do so is an extraordinary aspect of that power.
That is why, in the entire literature on meditation, snake is accepted as a
symboil of infinite power. That power alone is the ornament of the power-
weilding Lord engaged in the act of creation of the universe. It is thus
described in the Satasarmhita (3-4-38) in the context of the incarnation of
Daksinamirti: “He is comfortably seated in virasana, a yogic posture. His
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sacred thread symbolizes Vedic knowledge. He is graceful with the lines
of sacred ashes and adorned with serpents’.
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Salutations to the One whose form puts Manmatha to shape.

The Lord’s form is the source of all beauty. Kandarpa (Manmatha) is the
presiding deity of beauty, and he is won over by the Lord’s beauty. It means
that the Lord’s form is even more beautiful than that of Manmatha. The
devotee recalls (the beautiful form of the) Lord immediately, whatsoever
beautiful object he may see in this world.
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Salutatilons to the One whose body is in the form of universe constituted
of elements that are with and without form.

The earth, water and fire are said to be the three elements having a form.
Air and space are two elements not having any form. This is the division
of the elements. It is the characteristic approach of the upanisads that defines
the world or universe from the standpoint of the observer and concludes
that the universe is nothing but what one sees, smells, touches, tastes and
what one hears. These five are called elements. As three of them can be
seen by the eye, they are said to be having a form. Two of them cannot
be seen by the eye and are said to be formless. The elements combine with
each other to form elementals or the material world. The indivisible,
undivided, non-dual Existence-Absolute Brahman as the inseparable efficient
and material cause alone became manifest as five elements. The process of
creation is described in the Taittiriya upanisad and elaborated upon by Sri
Sankara in his commentary on the Upanishad: (He (the Self) desired, ‘Let
me become many. Let me be born’. He deliberated upon it. Having
deliberated, He created all that is here. Having created it, He entered into
it. Having entered into it, He became the form and also the formless
(2-6).
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