Svami

Who is a Svami ? What is the meaning of svami? The pratipadika is svamin, the one who
has got svam. Svam asya asti iti svamin. matubarthe amin pratyayah. So svami is one who
has svam.

( ey o \
T + Agad ST,
o NN o oo NN N haN
A 5.2.126. TEMHA UEY - EEOMHA A HYIcAd UG TFIHTA |
-Qpaqg‘ oSN = ey r\r = N o = b |
The affix 3HH, comes in the sense of possession after & = lordship
O Y Afd = UMY o Rkd = &
\ J

Svam can mean wealth, but we are talking of svam aisvaryam. What is aisvaryam? isvarasya
bhaval aisvaryam. Status of being i§vara .Who is i$vara? Root 331 with varac pratayaya. %L
means to lord over, varac is a suffix in the meaning of tacchilyam, which means it is his
very nature to lord over. You hired a person as a general manager. He has got all powers.
He can hire and fire others. Withdraw that appointment order, he’s powerless. That is
not our i$vara. iSvara doesn’t become a boss because you appointed him. Varac pratyaya
being there he is the one who lords over all the time, just being himself. How does he
lord over? We have to remember the ananta Sayanam. He doesn’t do anything. He’s lying
down at ease in the ksirasigara, milky ocean. That’s a picture to understand, effortless,
lying down, and the world runs. bhisamat vatah pavate bhisodeti siiryah. Out of fear of
that Narayana who is lying down, vatah pavate, the wind blows. bhisodeti siiryah, out of
his fear — as though — the sun rises. bhisasmadagniscendrasca. Fire burns because of his fear.
indrasca, Indra, , king of all devatas too does his job out of isvara’s fear. Indra is also
looked upon as the lord of all indriyas, senses. mrtyurdhavati pacama iti. Yama also runs
on account of his fear means Time is also under the sway of 7svara.

Isvara is not like the CEOs who sleep three hours a day and are up on the phone and
email all day trying to control the company. Nor like a President who travels all over
the world with commandos securing him. That’s not i$vara. He’s effortless and comfortable
being who he is. The word fear is nothing but the language used to present iSvara in the
form of order. The earth twirls at a particular speed. The sun goes around at a particular
speed. Due to what reason? That order is i§vara. That, tasya isvarasya bhavah aisvaryam,
that status of being the lord is aisvaryam. aisvaryah asya asti iti svamin. The one who has
this type of aisvaryam is called svamin. He does not depend on somebody else conferring
some bits of happiness on him. He’s absolutely happy being himself, as he is. He doesn’t
need anything in the world to be different for him to be at ease. That is svami. Otherwise
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one is only an asami, as Pujya Swamiji would say. Tamil word asami i. Not svami. There
is a difference between svami and asami. Pujya Swamiji is a svami.

There is a verse in the chandogya upanisad seventh chapter that explains svami. It says
atha atmadesah . Sanatkumara is teaching narada and says: atmaiva adhastat atmaiva uparistat
atma pascat purastat atma dakasinatah atma ittaratah atma atma eva idam sarvam itiiittaratah,
dakasinatah etc. are all directional words. In all directions this person sees only atma. Only
himself. Doesn’t see anything else. sa evd esa evam pasyan, seeing in this manner, evam
manvanah, thinking like this, evam vijanan, knowing this with great clarity, atma ratih atma
kridah atma mithunah atmananda sah svarat bhavati. atma ratih, knowing like this, atma ratih,
atmani eva ratih yasya, one who delights in himself alone, one who doesn’t need a second
thing to be pleased. Atma-kridah. To play you normally need a playmate. You need
somebody else to play with you. He plays with himself. atma kridah.

atma mithunah. One normally thinks it takes two to be happy. Dvandva. You need another
person to share my happiness. If you don’t share, you don’t feel happy. But i§vara is
atma mithunah. mithunam means a pair. Bhasyakara says mithunam dvanda-janitam sukham
tadapi dvandva-nirapekssam yasya vidusah. Without dvandva, without any apekssa, expectation,
of a second thing, , one who is happy is called atma mithunah.

Generally, sabdadi nimittam anandah. Sabda rupa sparsa gandha, a sight, a sound, a touch,
there should be something other than me which should make me happy. A situation makes
me happy. That is for an avidusah, a person who doesn’t know the truth of himself. A
vidusah, a wise person is atmanandah. Pleased by himself. He doesn’t see a second thing.
Whatever he sees he recognizes, “ah, that is also me, that is also me, everything is me.
“ That is atmananda. For him, atma nimittam eva sarvam sarvada sarva parkarena. Everything
is me, due to me only. A person who sees this, sah svarat bhavatil svayam raja svarat. He
is the king, svami. svarat, the one who rules over himself. There is nobody else who rules
over him. Since he is svarat, tasya sarvesu lokesu kamdcaro bhavati. He has the privilege to
do as he pleases at all times and places. This describes our svami — Pujya Swamiji.
Wherever he was, he could be comfortable. He didn’t need anything other than himself
to be happy, that was his glory.

What about others? The contrast is shown by the word atha. atha ye anyah, as for the
others. What about them? anya-rajanah te. means they have other rijas, kings, others to
please. They are not svarit, they are not svamis. They do not enjoy aisvaryam. They have
a boss. Their happiness is controlled elsewhere, like a puppet. Therefore, anya-rajanah te.
If they are anya-rajanah what does it mean? khsayya-lokah te bhavanti. Whatever they
accomplish will be lost, because it doesn’t belong to them.

We can understand the word svami as the lord of everything. There is no difference
between svami and 7Svara, who is jagat-karanam, both nimitta and upadana karanam. That
is what Pujya Swamiji was.



