108 Names of Sri Daksinamdiirty

With the Gloss Tattva Prakasika

By Swami Tattvavidananda Saraswati
Translated into English by Puppala B.
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99. Salutations to the One whose Knowledge includes the knowledges of the
Vedas and Vedangas.

All the Vedas, all the Vedangas (auxiliary texts of the Veda) such as prosody
etc., in short, all knowledge came into being by the Lord’s very presence.
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100. Salutations to the One who distances himself from the fraud and wrong
objections (of the logicians).

There are sixteen categories such as chala (fraud), jati (wrong objection) etc. in
the doctrine of Naiyayikas (logicians), a doctrine that is invented based on their
own notions, and which is far from truth. The speaker and his opponent, each
interested in winning the argument, engage themselves in finding fault with
each other’s point of view. If no suitable argument comes to the mind of one
of them, he twists the statement of the other, invents a different meaning, and
abuses the other person. Such a response is called significantly a fraud (chala).
If no suitable reasoning occurs to him, and if he comes up with an improper
reply, such a response is called wrong objection (jati). With a strong urge for
victory over the rival, and committed to deception considering themselves as
scholars, they indulge in fraud and unbecoming objections, as they take the
apparent variety in the world, the plurality of the individuals, and also the
limitedness experienced in the Infinite Self as real. For them, the Self is beyond
reach. ‘That is far off, That is very near (I§avasyopanisad, 5), so says Sruti.
The Hindus thoroughly vanquished by the followers of other faiths, abuse each
other; thus, they are deprived of both the worldly accomplishments and the
supreme accomplishment (of discovering the non-dual Truth in oneself as
oneself). The purport of the scriptures lies in realizing that the Self is all; it
does not lie in the urge to conquer others. One can win the hearts of others
by pure love and affection, and not by fraud and objection. Surely, love draws
(the hearts of) the people; logic or argument alienates them.
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101. Salutations to the One whose essential nature is happiness or joy.

Happiness is not a property of external objects. It is the essential nature of
the Self itself. Being his innate nature, when a person gets happiness in the
presence of desired objects as one would get underground water when tapped,
he imagines it to be the property of those objects due to his delusion. This
innate happiness is Bahman itself. ‘That which is Infinite, That is joy
(Chandogyopanisat, 7-23-1)’, so says Sruti.
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102. Salutations to the One who is an ocean of joy in essential nature.

Atman in its essential nature is infinite; it means that it is free from the
limitations of space, time and objects. The infiniteness is also known as Bliss-
Absolute (ananda), as there is no happiness in limitation. When this essential
nature of Atman manifests itself (in a living being such as man) as consciousness,
the wholeness is expressed as happiness or joy (rasa). The essential nature is
Bliss-Absolute, and the manifest form is rasa or joy. This is the actual position.
As long as a person identifies himself with the modifications of the mind, he
will not experience even an iota of happiness. Silence of the mind alone causes
joy that is one’s own nature. This is described as Self-realization. It means

that the mind abides in its essential nature, or it resolves itself in its source,
the Self.
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103. Salutations to the One who presides over the soverign wealth of freedom
(Self-knoswledge).

When a person gives up his individuality, a notion caused by ignorance, and
owns up his essential nature as everything that is here is Atman
(Brhadaranyakopanisat 2-4-6), that alone is known as sovereignty or freedom
(svarajya) as he is totally free from the bondage of samsara.
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