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51. Salutations to the One who destroys the darkness of causal ignorance.

Even though the individual in his essential nature is same as the Lord Himself, he
goes in circles in the samsara of succession of births and deaths, the root cause being
the ignorance of one’s essential nature. The ignorance concealing one’s essential nature
is figuratively called darkness. Only by the grace of the Lord, the devotee’s ignorance
gets destroyed, Gitacarya Sri Krsna said: ‘Since this divine maya of Mine is hard to
surmount, those who take refuge in Me alone cross over this maya (Gita, 7-14).
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52. Salutations to the One who is in the form of kalpa tree fulfilling the desires of the
devotees.

In the puranas, kalpa (wish-fulfilling) tree is well known. It is also well known that
kalpa tree grants whatsoever one may wish, while sitting under it. Undoubtedly, only
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the Lord who is affectionate towards devotees is the real kalpa tree. The Lord, abiding
as Atman, fulfills the desires of the devotees.
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53. Salutations to the One whose form is comparable to the rising Sun.

It is described in the Srutis and Smrtis that Siva’s complexion is blood-red. ‘Salutations
to the One who is red in complexion, and the protector and sustainer of all (2-9),
according to the Rudradhyaya. Siva exhibits blue colour in the neck and blood-red
colour in the rest of the body. That is why he is described as blue-red in the Siva
purana and Sivasahasranama. It is dilated upon in the first chapter of the Rudradhyaya
that Siva himself appears in the form of rising Sun before us in this world: ‘Lord Rudra
who is blue-necked and red in hue is this Sun, who moves in the sky from east to
west. Even shepherds and the village women carrying water in the morning see Him.
All beings see Him. May the Lord who is seen by us make us happy’. Some worship
the Lord as Siva and others as Visnu. He shines in the form of the Sun before the
world. ‘That Sun is Brahman (Taittiriya Aranyakam, 2-2), so says Sruti.
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54. Salutations to the One who is absorbed in playing vina.

All branches of knowledge including music have emanated from the omniscient Lord.
In the vision of a devotee, the pre-eminent from among the community of music
exponents is indeed the Lord Himself.

UL HFH?}'%W L . N

A JeFd qFHT T FA: o FETee a6 | e T

qAfedT FRUTHETIR s avid: - g AT T (Te-y-9R) |
AT Aga qcd AgeaNIEd EqNCIIRT: "AEEeEd qfquifad: | AT o
TETTEEAA S §F T @ | Sfiei e o ?{ramrgaz{ancharg
SUEHF FEIEAIEE TS TEH IRUaeel el SRl o 8 aaead] |l 2 |

4 Arsha Vidya Newsletter - November 2009




55. Salutations to the One whose only abode is under a (banyan) tree.

The incarnation of Daksinamiirti is described in the Sttasarhita: “Surrounded by the
sages, He sigts under the banhyan tree, which stands for Maya. He is all suspiciousness
(3-4-42)”. The power of Maya of the Lord alone is the cause of appearance of multiplicity
in the Reality that is non-dual. This aspect of Maya is presented in the form of a banyan
tree. Even though the seed is one, it seems as though it has undergone manifold
manifestation in the form of branches, leaves etc. Sri Sankara extolled Lord Daksinamdarti
thus: “The One to be contemplated upon by the meditators has his abode under a banyan
tree. That Parabrahman, who is Knowledge-Absolugte, manifested as the Lord
Daksinamirti of unbounded compassion. That Lord shines in my mind in the form
of consciousness’.
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56. Salutationsw to the One whose radiance is like that of molten gold.
The Lord’s form is described as of white complexion and also as reddish brown according

to the differences in the form of meditation. The devotees meditate upon different
forms of the Lord according to their preferences.
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57. Salutations to the One who has book of knowledge shining forth in the hand.

Daksinamiirti, abiding in the hearts of the devotees, holds a book in His hand, being
an incarnation for initiating the teaching sampradaya of Self-knowledge. It is clear
that the subject matter of the book is knowledge of Brahman. It is descri bed thus in
the Stitasamhita in the chapter relating to the incarnation of Daksinamdrti: “He holds
a book, a treasure house of all precious knowledge. He also holds a rosary of beads
which stands for all the principles from which the universe is created and a pitcher
(3-4-40)". If the devotee is a seeker of knowledge, then it is only proper that the form
on which the devotee meditates holds a book in the hand.
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