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71. Salutations to the One looking handsome with a rosary for the

recitation of the So’ham (I am That) mantra,

In the life style of a seeker, there is a very important place for japa (silent
repetition) of a mantra. There is no better means of gaining purity of
mind than mantra japa. The teacher of the Gita, Lord Sri Krsna said: ‘I
am the japa among the spiritual/religious practices (10-25). Lord
Daksinamiirti teaches the supremacy of japa by wearing a rosary in the
hand. This is the secret of meditation that whatever difference or division
appears in the beginning between the meditator and the object of
meditation, such a division will get resolved in the fire of meditation.
Sri Daksinamiarti’s visual image is described as below in the Stitasamhita.
‘He has tied down his matted hair. He has adorned his head with the
crescent Moon, His neck has blue hue. He is shining brilliantly in the
light of the autumnal Moon. Hisface, white like cow milk, resembles
Himself in the Self. He holds Ganga on His head. He is all-auspicious
and serene. He is adorned with bracelets on the upper arms. He is
adorned with various ornaments signifying all His manifest qualities. He
sits clomfortably in virasana, a yogic posture. His sacred thread
symbolizes Vedic knowledge. He is graceful with the lines of sacred
ashes and adorned with serpents. He has pure tiger skin as garment.
He wears an auspicious belt of Yoga. The ignorance of Atman (obstacles
to the knowledge of Atman) in the form of a demon Apasmara is held
under check beneath His feet. He removes the ignorance of the devotees
with the fingers of his hand held in jianamudra, a specific configuration
signifying gthe essential identity between the individual and the Lord.
He holds a book, which is the treasure house of all precious knowledge.
He also holds a rosary of beads which symbolizes all the basic principles
of creation and a pitcher (3-4-35 to 41)
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Salutations to the One whose padukas are worshipped by the great
knowlers of the Self.

Hamsa means a knower of the Self who is liberated in this life.
One who knows ‘I am That’ is called Hamsa. He is Hamsa as
well as a great person. The teacher of the Gita indeed said, ‘But
the man of knowledge, I deem, is Myself (7-18)". The one whose
padukas are worshipped by the great knowers of the Self from
the standpoint of their bodies.

The supreme Guru of the seekers of Self-knowledge and of those
who abide in the Self is Sri Daksinamarti Himself, an incarnation
of Siva for establishing Atmadharma. The seekers gain fulfilment
by taking refuge in Sri Daksinamarti. Worshipping the padukas
means taking refuge in the Lord. It is not just worshipping with
flowers, keeping the padukas on the altar. Taking refuge in the
Lord means an acgtion performed mentally by an intelligent
person endowed with discrimination and dispassion. The ritual
of worshipping the padukas physically can also be part of the
process of self-surrender. But, such a worship should become
an integral part of the attitude associated with self-surrender.
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