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Salutations to the One who ardently longs for the forest dwellers.

It is a renowned story from the puranas that the Lord $iva in the incarnation of
a hunter and Parvati in the incarnation of a tribal woman wandered about in the
forest to test (the prowess of) Arjuna. Contemplation and withdrawal from the
worldly life are implied by the word ‘forest’. It is well known to the devotees
that the Lord is exceedingly kind to the persons who renounced all actions and
committed themselves to contemplation of the Self as well as towards those who
are engaged in the penance.
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Salutations to the One whose immense form is resple4ndent with light.

The essential nature of the Lord is Infinite Consciousness alone. Whatever
brilliance or luster is there in this world has emanated from the Lord only, who
is the source of all lusters. Therefore, the manifest form of the Lord is associated
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with brilliance in the descriptions of the poet-devotees, and contemplated upon
in the mind by the devotees as such.
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Salutations to the One who illuminates even the luminaries (such as the Sun, the
Moon etc.)

The Sun, the Mloon and the Fire are counted upon as three important sources of
light in this creation. In the vision of the vedas, these three luminaries are
considered as three eyes of Virat, the Lord in His cosmic form. It is the conclusion
of the upanisads that the eye behind the eye of the cosmic form is nothing but
the non-dual Consciousness that is Brahman, just as the eye behind the eye of a
human being is nothing but Atman that is Brahman. It is therefore clear that the
non-dual Consciousness, the Supreme Brahman is illuminating even the Sun,
the Moon and the Fire who are the illuminators of this world. Brahman being
self-luminous is not illuminated by any other entity. All this is affirmed vividly
in the Sruti as well as smrti: The Sun does not shine there (Mundaka upanisad,
2-2-11)". ‘The Sun does not illumine That (Brahman) (Srimadbhagavadgita, 15-3)’
etc.
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Salutations to the One, who blesses the disciple endowed with humility, with the
divine lustre on the face and also the power of knowledge.

The devotees who take refuge in the Lord are blessed with courage of the mind
and the power of the intellect.
(To be continued..)
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