Swami Pratyagbodhananda Saraswati

A Tribute By V.Swaminathan !

Birth: October 20, 1950  Sannyasa: March 2, 1992 Samadhi: September 20, 2020

Swami Pratyagbodhananda Saraswati, a disciple of Pijya Swami Dayananda Saraswati of
Arsha Vidya Gurukulam, attained samadhi on Sept 20, 2020. He was a simple sadhu, truly
fitting the definition of the word, para karyam sadhnoti iti sadhuh. His simplicity was de-
void of any pretense and it came to him naturally. He was most endearing to whosoever
came into contact with him. Not only he had no boundaries for love, but his presence also
had such a dynamism that others dissolved their boundaries before him. His love for Sri
Krsna, his love for Srimad Bhagavatam, his love for his teachers - Plijya Swami Dayanan-
daji, Pijya Swami Chinmayanandaji, and Pijya Swami Akhandananda Maharaji, perme-
ated every pore of his personality. That unifying Guru bhakti came through splendidly in
his discourses and inspired the audience.

Swami Pratyagbodhananda Saraswati, ‘Swami P’ as he was affectionately referred to by
his students and devotees, adopted a lifestyle of endearment and sharing, commensurate
with his personality. He was a maitrah®, one had the disposition of a friend, a karunah, one
who was compassionate, towards all who came into contact with him. Some of the follow-
ing eulogies by his students® assert to the traits of Swami P:

“He was a gregarious person, always smiling and greeting everybody”,

! State College, Pennsylvania, USA.
2 sgm Hﬁ‘@Fﬂ A: OO A advesta sarvabhiitanam maitrah karuna eva ca | Bhagavad Gita, 12:13
SPK. Govind, Ashok, Rupa, Sundar, Bhavani & Mouli, respectively.

16 Arsha Vidya Newsletter January 2021



“He was always very humorous while conveying the deeper significance of Advaita Ve-
danta”,

“He was always so approachable, compassionate to everyone with a smile on his face”,

“I always enjoyed and appreciated his humor, affable nature and insightful lectures”,

“We will always remember his unique style of humor and his remarkable exposition of
Bhagavatam”.

Swami P’s teaching style was simple and yet profound. His communication method was
always direct and imbued with an abundance of humor. The humor in fact, broke the bar-
rier of timidity in the listener and made him/her at ease in tuning oneself to the subtleties
of the subject matter. He was always at ease with himself and that ‘self-comfort’ lightened
a person in his presence. This was a testament to Pijya Swami Dayanandaji’s dictum that
one should be ‘lightened’ before becoming ‘enlightened’. Whenever Swami P met a new-
comer to the Arsha Vidya Gurukulam in Saylorsburg, Pennsylvania, his priority would be
one of unrestrained welcome without any judgement. He amicability was unabashed. His
congeniality was contagious. By his actions he would inspire the newcomer to come back
to the Gurukulam, enroll in a family camp, join or start a Pijya Swami Dayanandaji’s Bha-
gavad Gita home study program. Thanks to Swamiji, many became regular attendees of
the classes in the Gurukulam. He was tireless in promoting the Gurukulam’s outreach pro-
gram and travelled to far and near places to give a satsangas, Vedantic talks, conduct Bha-
gavata Saptahas, initiate Bhagavad Gita home study programs or promote Vedic Heritage
Programs for children. Numerous Gita home study groups were formed by his outreach
and Swamiji would invariably reach out to the different groups during his annual visits to
Saylorsburg and inquire about their progress. By his committed outreach Swami P was an
apta for numerous spiritual seekers.

Swamiji summarized karma yoga in one phrase, “be prepared for surprises in life”. He
maintained that if one has a sense of humor, then ‘common’ sense will prevail. This endur-
ing philosophy defined his life till the day of his samadhi. Swamiji’s teaching style was in
perfect alignment and harmony with that of his teacher, Swami Dayanandaji. Before teach-
ing the weekend Gita classes at the Gurukulam in Saylorsburg, he would refer without fail
to Pljya Swami Dayanandaji’s Bhagavad Gita home study program. He revered Pijya
Swamiji’s method of communication of the vision of the sastras and often pointed out to
his audience the inimitability of Plijya Swamiji’s teaching style. An insightful feature of
Swami P’s unfoldment of Vedantic vision was his use of precise definitions of the Vedan-
tic technical words. I was particularly inspired by this approach since knowing the etymol-
ogy of the words helped to apprehend their meanings without the reliance on inadequate
English translations.

Madhusiidana Sarasvati, one of the greatest exponents of Advaita philosophy, in his com-
mentary on the Bhagavad Gita, known as Gudhartha-dipika, added a few verses of his
own. In introducing Chapter 13, Madhustidana writes:
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dhyanabhyasavasikrténa manasa tannirgunarm niskriyam jyotih

kiriicana yogino yadi pararit pasyanti pasyantu té |
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“If the yogis, with their minds which have been brought under control through the

practice of meditation, see some such transcendental light that is without qualities

and action, let them see! But, for filling our eyes with astonishment, let there be for-

ever that indescribable blue light which runs about hither and thither on the sands of

Kalindi (Yamuna)™,
This verse epitomizes Swami P’s disposition towards Krsna which was amply evinced in
his discourses on Srimad Bhagavatam. The Krsna who played on the sands of Kalindi
came alive when Swamiji narrated the stories from the episodes described in the Dasama
Skandha of Bhagavatam relating Krsna’s Gokula lila or Brindavana lila. Swamiji was an
adept story teller and listeners felt transported to Gokula with his vacika abhinaya. He will
invariably recollect how his guru, Piijya Swami Akhandananda Maharaji, would relish the
bhagavata katha. Swami P had a heightened rasanubhava which he never failed to pass on
to his listeners. He would create an ambience of devotion with the hosts performing a
sodasopacdra piija to a superbly decorated pratima of Sri Radhakrsna before the katha.
Swamiji would lead the singing of “vandé gopalam’ with the devotees joining him during
the mangala diparadhana. From beginning to end everyone’s heart would be filled with
Krsna consciousness.

There is a familiar prayer which says:
I AU fereTeeae Siiae &fE & Foan Tndl O wiks s=et |
anayasena maranam vinadainyena jivanam dehi me kypaya sambho tvayi bhaktim
acaricalam ||

The devotee asks the Lord to bless him/her with an unwavering devotion such that living is
free of dependence and death is effortless. The suddenness of Swamiji’s end seems per-
haps like this devotee’s wish. He was uttering the name of SrT Rama till his last conscious
moment. As Swami Tattvavidanandaji remarked in Swami P’s eulogy, the Srimad Bhaga-
vatam that was Swamiji’s constant companion protected him till the end. It may be also
that Swamiji had some kind of a premonition. On that day of September 20, 2020, which
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was the day of the 34" anniversary of the Saylorsburg asram, Swami P spoke about his
Gurus, his parents, his life before taking the sannyasa, the day Pijya Swami Dayanan-
daji’s gave him the sannyasa diksa for which his parents had come from Surat and how
grateful he was for the blessings he had received from the Lord, his parents and Gurus.

It would appear that Swami P’s anniversary address was his parting message. Swamiji
quoted two verses of Gokarna’s upadesa to his father Atmadeva from the Bhagavata ma-
hatmya.
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Give up the identification with the body which is nothing but a collection of flesh,
bones and blood. Give up the sense of ‘mine’ with reference to the spouse, sons etc.
May you recognize that the world is ephemeral. Be objective. Become one who
takes delight in bhakti and is abiding in it.

Seek dharma (which is Lord’s form) always and give up worldly activities. Seek
the company of wise people and give up the binding desires. Give up deliberating
on the faults and virtues of others. May you always partake the rasanubhava of the
stories of Bhagavan.

The poignancy of the message is striking, in retrospect, considering that later that day
Swamiji attained samadhi.

On a personal note, Swami P was very dear to our family. In the early 90’s I received the
first teaching from Swamiji when he taught me the meaning of the sixteenth verse from the
2" chapter of the Bhagavad Gita®. When we moved into our new home in 1997, Swamiji
did a Bhagavata saptaha. He initiated for my wife the vasanta navaratra pija. He con-
ducted numerous Vedanta and Srimad Bhagavata satsangas at our home. He graced the
occasion of our daughter’s wedding and blessed the couple. We met him in Coimbatore in
February 2020 and because of the pandemic situation did not have a chance to see him
when he was at Saylorsburg. Swamiji was ready to travel to State College, PA to see us
before he was scheduled to leave for India after the Gurukulam’s anniversary. We took the
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permission to visit the Gurukulam and went to see Swamiji on Friday, Sept 11, 2020. We
had tea with him and Swamiji was telling us about the uniqueness of the interpretation of
some of the Mundakopanisat mantras by Piijya Swamiji. Swamiji then showed me his
copy of the Mundaka bhdsyam with the commentary of Pandita Sridharasastri. I said to
Swamiji that I was not aware of the commentator and immediately Swamiji gave me his
copy and added that the Sridharasastii’s commentaries on the Upanisats are very insight-
ful. I will forever cherish Swamiji’s parting gift. We are ever grateful to Swamiji for his
warmth, affection and teachings.

Om Tat Sat
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Written by Shankar Sundareshan, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, USA.
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