108 Names of Sri Daksinamdiirty

With the Gloss Tattva Prakasika

By Swami Tattvavidananda Saraswati
Translated into English by Puppala B.
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87/ Salutations to the One whose essential nature, the awareness, transcends
the division between the means of knowledge (jfiiana) and the knower
(jnata).

The modification of the mind into the form of the pot etc. is indeed the
means of knowing (pramana) the pot etc. The modification of the same
mind in the form of, ‘I know’, is the knower (jiata). Both these
modifications are imagined and superimposed on the divisionless and
undivided awareness, because in it only they are born, sustained and
resolved. The self-luminous awareness that is Atman, the ground on which
the division into the knower, means of knowledge, and the known are
imagined and superimposed is indeed Brahman as testified by the knowers
of Brahman from their realisation.
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88. Salutations to the One whose awareness pervades and transcends the
differentiation as the knower, knowledge and the known.

In the view of the common people, the object to be known, knowing and the
knower are three different entities. The general ignorance of the people is
the fertile ground for both — the schools of thought and sects misinterpreting
the scriptures and to their followers who take these misinterpretations as true.
In fact, the knower is nothing but the awareness conditioned by the status
of knowership. It means that the agency of knowing is superimposed on the
awareness due to ignorance. Such a knower alone is looked upon as jiva or
an individual. There is a proliferation of several means of knowledge, many
scriptures devoted to anatman (the non-self), and so many sects addressing
or catering to such a jiva. From the standpoint of reality, jivatva or
individuality is an imagination, and it is false. The essential nature of a jiva
is awareful presence (sat chit), which is non-different from Brahman.
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89. Salutations to the One who is the foremost in fulfilling the desires of those
who take refuge in Him, like the celestial parijata tree.

All desires and all benedictions arise from the Atman alone. Atman itself is
Brahman is the most inspiring and the distinguished pronouncement (lion’s
roar) of Sri Sankara. This is the vision of the knower of the Self. The seeker-
devotee also meditates upon Lord Daksinamirti for Self-knowledge. A
devotee in distress or one desirous of material wealth worshipping Lod
Daksinamiirti ought to gain the favour of all the planets by the grace of the
planet Guru.
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