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This is the fourteenth part of the serial article, continuation from March 2022 newsletter.
MEANING OF SRAVANAM

All of this is vakyartha-vicara, otherwise called sravanam, determining exactly what
the meaning of the sentence is. There is only one sentence, tat tvam asi, the ma-
havakya is the sentence. All other sentences are avantara-vikyas, secondary sen-
tences meant only to unfold the truth revealed by the mahavakya. Therefore

vakyarthasca vicaryatam, inquiry with the help of the sruti, is called sravanam.

Sravanam is a very beautiful word. It has two meanings. One meaning is 'to listen'.
The other meaning of the root sru is vicara, inquiry. So vicaryatam, may you in-
quire. Inquiry is done through listening. That means somebody has to talk, or at
least you require an audio device. A teacher is necessary. Listening means you
require a teacher. The subject matter of your inquiry, however, is only the sruti.
The words of the sruti are the pramana, the means of knowledge. The teacher is not
the pramana, but this sruti pramana has to only come through a teacher. The words
have to be handled properly, otherwise they do not make any sense. If the teacher
is a Srotriya, he can handle the sruti pramana. Thus srityatam means both sravanari
kriyatam; may you listen to the sastra and vicaryatam, do vicira, inquire with the
help of a teacher. In order to gain moksa, atma has to be seen by you as the vastu,
meaning it has to be recognized by you as it is. Because the means of knowledge

for this is Vedanta, one must therefore do Vedanta sravanam.

In the sentence ‘atma va are drastavyal srotavyah,’® may one know atma, listen to
the knowledge of atma, etc., the suffix tavya has an imperative sense.” It is used in
the sense of ‘should be done’. It is not a command, rather its intent is to turn your
mind away from what is anatma. This is necessary because people seem to have a
priti, love, for anatma. That love is not really for anatma, however, rather only for
atma. This is the context in the sastra, in the Brhadaranyakopanisad, where it is

said that even your love for an object other than yourself is a love for yourself




alone, for the pleased self.®* The nature of the self is ananda and that is what you
want. Therefore, all the love should be turned towards atma and away from
anatma. This sentence, atma va are drastavyah, is said only in order to turn your at-
atma alone. It is not a vidhi, command. This is a big argument in the sastra. The rea-
soning that we saw previously is all meant only to understand the vikya and thus
the tatparya, vision.

UNDERSTAND THE VISION OF SRUTI

Srutisirah paksah samasriyatam: Srutisira means Vedanta. Paksa means the vision,
the contention. Samasriyatam means samyak asriyatam, may one follow, pursue,
conform to the vision of the sruti. In this vision, atma is aparicchinna, not bound by
any form of limitation such as time, space and so on. All that is here is atma. Atma

is the adhisthana, the truth of everything and therefore it is the svariipa of I$vara.

This is the vision of Vedanta and may you have sraddha in this particular vision. If
you have sraddha in that vision, then the inquiry into the meaning of the vakyas
will be proper. Otherwise, you will be saying tasya tvam asi, atat tvam asi, and so
on. Such an understanding does not bless you. What is the use? Some will say that
the goal is sayujya, joining ISvara, or samipya, going near I§vara, but the individual
is still there. If you have to join with ISvara and become one with I$vara, then are
you going to retain your individuality or are you going to lose it in I$vara? If you
lose your individuality, then individuality is not real. Because anything that is an-
itya, limited by time, is mithya and therefore not true. So how can you lose it? And
anything that is real is nitya, and therefore there is no badha, negation, or nasa, de-

struction, of what is real.
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To be continued...




