Mundaka

Mantra 2.2.10

Now, the same Brahman is shown as the very svartipa of the atman in this mantra, so that one
does not think that Brahman is an object of sight, dréya. It is drk svartipa, the nature of the seer, the
atman.
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hiranmaye pare ko$e virajarh brahma niskalam.
tacchubhram jyotisam jyotih
tadyadatmavido viduh. (2.2.10)

virajarn -- free from all impurities; niskalam -- partless;

brahma -- Brahman; pare --- in the most interior;

hiranmaye -- shining; ko$e -- in the kosa;

tad -- itis; Subhram -- pure; jyotisam -- of all lights;

jyotih -- it is the light; atmavidah -- those who know the atman,;
viduh -- they understand; tad -- that;

yad -- which Brahman

Those who know atman understand that Brahman which is free from all impurities, is partless, pure
and the light of all lights, obtaining in the most interior shining layer.

Hiranmaye pare kose: in the most interior shining 'sheath'. Hiranmaye is an expression in
Vedic language which means similar to gold, the similarity being in the shine. Para-kosa anandamaya
which is the most interior.1’2 The annamaya-ko$a is most exterior; more interior to that is
pranamaya; still more interior is manomaya and so on. The bhoktr, experiencer of the results of
action, is called anandamaya. The anandamaya undergoes changes in the form of mental
modifications known as vrttis representing different degrees of happiness like joy and ecstasy.

Whenever an individual experiences happiness, he is very close to the atman because the
nature of atman is happiness. When one experiences unhappiness, one has to identify with the
activity of the mind. Only then does one become sorrowful. In anandamaya there is no activity of the
mind and the vrtti, thought mode, is santa-vrttis or sattvika-vrttis. Therefore, the anandamaya is used
in the Sastra to point out the nature of atman. It becomes a kosa because the atman is as though
found there, somewhat like a sword in a scabbard. 113 Brahman is recognised as the basis of
anandamaya. Further, the bhoktr, the ahankara identified with the anandamaya, is there as though
covering the atman, as a scabbard covers a sword.

In anandamaya there is no activity of the mind and the vrtti, thought mode, is santa-vrttis or
sattvika-vrttis. Therefore, the anandamaya is used in the $astra to point out the nature of
atman.
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Virajarin brahma niskalam: Brahman is pure and does not have parts. The ahankara takes
itself to be subject to impurities like punya and papa, but in reality it is, virajarit brahma, Brahman free
from any kind of impurity. Rajas here means impurities like ignorance, the sense of individuality,
doership, enjoyership and so on. Brahman is free from all of these.l14 It is partless, and therefore,
does not undergo any change like anandamaya does.

Brahman is pure and does not have parts. It is partless, and therefore, does not undergo any
change like anandamaya does.

It is jyotisar jyotih: the light of all lights. Jyoti means light, that which is effulgent. The sun,
moon, stars and so on are lights. But this is 'the light' because of which all lights come to light. That
light is caitanya, consciousness.!’> Jyoti is again an expression used in the $astra to point out the
nature of the atman as consciousness from the standpoint of the perception of light and objects.
Here, it becomes the lasana for pointing out the self-revealing consciousness.

Viduh: those who know the atman understand (that which is Brahman). They recognise
jyotisam jyotih as 'l am that and that indeed is Brahman.' The $ruti has already elaborately talked
about Brahman in which the heaven, the earth and everything else have their being. When the Sruti
says ‘jyotisam jyotih' it means that one has to appreciate it as because one sees everything else!l® by
this caitanya-jyoti; there is no other source of jyoti. Brahman in the form of consciousness alone is the
cause of everything. There is no I§vara other than Brahman, so the jagat is Brahman. There is also no
jiva other than Brahman. Therefore, all that is here is one Brahman.

When the Sruti says ‘jyotisari jyotih' it means that one has to appreciate it as because one sees
everything else!¢ by this caitanya-jyoti; there is no other source of jyoti. Brahman in the form
of consciousness alone is the cause of everything. There is no I§vara other than Brahman, so
the jagat is Brahman. There is also no jiva other than Brahman. Therefore, all that is here is
one Brahman.
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...to be continued
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