108 Names of $ri Daksinamiirti

With the Gloss Tattva Prakasika

By Swami Tattvavidananda Saraswati
Translated into English by Puppala B.
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108 Names of $ri Daksinamirti
With the Gloss Tattva Prakasika

Salutations to the One whose divine form is imbued with the purity of Ganga.

Ganga supported on the head of Siva imparts purity to His divine and auspicious
form. This is the meaning. Or, it can mean that His divine form is capable of making
the meditator pure, just as Ganga can. Verily, it is well known from the upanishads
that the Lord is shining in the form of universe. Wherever Lord’s power is manifest
to an extraordinary degree, it is said to be the glory of the Lord. Among those glories,
the glory in the form of the Himalayas is the foremost. Lord §iva alone is manifest in
the form of the Himalayas with towering peaks. The mighty forests growing in the
mountainous terrain with the trees such as deodar constituting forest wealth look like
the budled up matted hair of beautiful siva. Ganga, flowing all around the mountain
peaks that resemble the bundled up matted hair, imparts whiteness to the Himalayas,
which are themselves green with multitudinous forests.
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Salutations to the One whose beautiful matted hair is covered with the mud of Ganga.

Arsha Vidya Newsletter - April 2009 5




o

If we visualize the Himalayas as the head of the Lord, we can look upon the wet
and lovely banks of the Ganges as the wet matted hair of Lord $iva.
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Salutations to the One who is enveloped by the sky as garment.

That the Lord $iva is naked is renowned in the puranas. The naked state of the
Lord is only indicative of the true nature of the Lord. Describing the process of
cretion, it is declared by the upanisads that when the non-dual, undifferentiated,
Existence-Absolute Brahman in association with Mayasakti manifests in the form of
universe, the first manifest effect is space. As the first manifest form of the formless
Lord, space is described as the body of the Lord by the vedas. In the terminology
of the puranas, such a profound matter is turned into description of the Lord as naked.
‘The deities love to keep profound truths hidden in metaphors’. This is renowned
statement from the Aitareya upanisad (3 ™ chapter). Space is indeed born from this
Atman (2-1)’. ‘Brahman has the space as the body’ (1-6). These statements from
the Taitirlya upanisad may be quoted here. The universe, though unreal in nature,
appears in the Consciousness that is atman. Atman is not contaminated by this
appearance. This alone is the nakedness of $iva that is Atman.
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Salutations to the One who wears his locks of hair in the form of clouds in the sky.

We are directly in the lap of the Lord, and always live in Him with His support
and sustenance. The Lord shines in the form of the world before us. If He is thus
contemplated in the heart, it becomes a meditation upon the Lord’s cosmic form.
The moment this truth is known, one is not far from realizing that one’s essential
nature is non different from Brahman. All enjoined actions and all forms of meditation
culminate in this knowledge alone. The clouds seen in the sky appear like a mass
of twisted hair of the Lord. One who gives up seeing the world in terms of diverse
names and forms, and instead, sees it as the manifest form of Brahman, such a seeker’s
mind gets purified ere long.
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