FSINE

Kathopanisad

gd d 3 EERICRICLECISRIREE

T 9 AWUT 99 ATCHT AT TTaH 1 R IR IR |

hanta te idarh pravaksyami guhyam brahma sanatanam |
yatha ca maranarm prapya atma bhavati gautama |1 212]6]

O Gautama, I shall explain to you this secret and ancient Brahman and also what
happens to the Self after death.

Hanta te idarh pravaksyami: Again I will teach you Sanatanam Brahma. Why
this teaching again? Because it is guhyam, gopyam. It is something secret to be
known, knowing which all the samsara will be gone. Avijiianavan — one who
has not known this guhyam—gopyam—Brahman will gain only death—maranam.
I will tell you what happens to that jivatma and how does it undergo change.

Here the word Atman is used to indicate the ego-centre and not the Self. If we
were to assume that the word literally means its own special connotation, it would
mean that the mantra here is contradicting the very philosophy of the Upanishads.
Nothing ever happens to the Truth. When Pure Consciousness presides over the
function of the body, with reference to the body, it is said to be the ‘individual
soul” just as the all-pervading space with reference to the four walls of a room is
said to be the ‘room space’. Space as such can never be limited by the walls
which themselves stand in space. Self reflected in the mind-intellect is the jiva.
Lord Yama says he would explain what happens to the jiva when it leaves the
body.
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yonimanye prapadyante $ariratvaya dehinah |
sthanumanye’nusamyanti yatha karma yatha $rutam [I 2(217]

Some souls enter the womb for acquiring bodies and others follow the motionless,
in accordance with their work and in conformity with their knowledge.

Yonimanye prapadyante Sariratvaya dehinah : Certain embodied persons, who
do not know the sanatanam Brahma, will only enter the wombs; not for the sake
of remaining there, but to be born again for the purpose of getting a new body.
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Sthanumanye’nusamyanti—Sthanu means ‘immovable’. Here it refers to trees,
plants etc. - vrksadi sthavara bhavam according to the karma performed by
them— yatha karma—and according to yatha srutam—what they had heard,
meaning, gathered knowledge from the Scriptures.
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ya yesa suptesu jagarti kamarh kamam puruso nirmimanah |

tadeva Sukram tadbrahmatadevamrtamucyate |

tasminlokah $ritah sarve tadu natyeti kascana | etat vai tat |l 2128l

The Purusha who remains awake shaping (all sorts of) objects of desires (into
dreams) even while we sleep,—verily, that is the pure, the Brahman, and that
is also called the Immortal. In That rests all the world and none can transcend
That. This verily is That (which you asked for).

Ya yesa suptesu jagarti : When the prana, karmendriya, senses and the mind
go to sleep, the Purusa does not sleep at all; He is very much awake. Whatever
that is desired is according to one’s samskara or vasana. In the waking state
when something is remembered, it is called memory. In dream it is not called
memory; we call it vasana. We call it as smrithi. Smrithi itself in the form of
impression creates a world.

Atma—asuptah san—without going to sleep—meaning keeping awake,
creates— kamam kamam tam abhipretam striyadi artham avidyaya
nirmimanah—desirable things as woman etc. With the power of creation,
avidyaya, it covers the Atma.

Tadeva $ukram tad brahma tadevamrtamucyate: That Purusa is indeed
Sukrarth—white, meaning pure, being free from punya and papa. Na anyat
guhyam brahma asti. Don’t think that there is some other Brahman available.
The Brahman that we are talking about is nothing but the one who does not
go to sleep even though pranis go to sleep. Tadeva amritam uchyate. That
indeed is called the indestructible in all scriptures— sarva $astresu.

What is that amritam Brahma? All the worlds are Brahmani asritah. Just as
the earthern wares are supported by the clay, all the lokas are supported—
asritah—by Brahman. Tadu natyeti kascana. Transcending Brahman, nothing
exists. Sruti again and again says what is the vastu because what is being said
is not easily understood.
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