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And bring the men
of different claim
To a fold of Love
where oneness lasts!
33 3

Second Muëòaka
Section 1

Mantra 8
sÝ àa[a> àÉviNt tSmat!
sÝaicR;> simx> sÝhaema>,
sÝ #me laeka ye;u criNt àa[a>
guhazya inihta> sÝ sÝ. 2. 1.8.
sapta präëäù prabhavanti tasmät
saptärciñaù samidhaù saptahomäù.
sapta ime lokä yeñu caranti präëäù
guhäçayä nihitäù sapta sapta. ( 2.1.8 )
tasmät - from that;

prabhavanti - are born;

sapta präëäù - the seven apertures;
sapta arciñaù - the seven flames;
sapta samidhaù - the seven fold objects;
sapta homäù - seven types of oblations; ime - these;
sapta lokäù - seven lokas in the form of apertures;
yeñu - in which; präëäù - these flames;
caranti - light up the sensory world;
guhäçayäù - (they) resolve into the buddhi;
nihitäù - are placed; sapta sapta - in groups of seven
From that Brahman are born the seven apertures on the face,
the seven flames, the seven-fold objects and the seven types
of oblations. These seven worlds in the form of apertures in
which these flames light up the sensory world and resolve
into buddhi, are placed in groups of seven.
Continuing the description of the manifestation of puruña, this mantra,
in a poetic way, describes the interaction of the mind, sense organs and
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the related sense objects, because of which knowledge takes place. The
entire triad is a movement in the total mind of the puruña.
Sapta präëäù prabhavanti tasmät: seven präëäs come from that
(Brahman). Präëäù here means indriya-golakas, apertures for sense organs.
There are seven apertures on the face¯ two eyes, two ears, two nostrils,
one tongue¯ from where the senses operate. All the five senses are thus
included in the number seven. The çästra is not committed to the number
seven here, but it is committed to point out all these are from Éçvara alone.
Sapta arciñaù: the seven flames. Arcis here means a flame.42 The
apertures are the loci of the våttis, the functions of seeing, hearing, tasting,
smelling and touching. These våttis are like the flames. Like the beams
of light coming out through the holes of a pot in which a lamp is kept,
and illumining the objects on their ways, so too, the flames of awareness
coming out of the seven apertures light up various objects. But the
awareness in every perception is the same. The objects of awareness vary;
the eyes light up forms and colours, the ears light up the sound and so
on. These flames of awareness are also from Éçvara. It is following Éçvara’s
order that the eyes are able to see, ears are able to hear and so on. Some
eyes do not see and some ears do not hear; that also follows the order.
Sapta-samidhaù: the seven sacrificial twigs. The seven flames are to
be fed with fuel. The fuel here is the respective objects of the senses. The
sapta-samidhaù are the seven-fold objects.43 In fact, objects are only fivefold. The number seven is purely based upon the golakas, the physical
points of cavities. If you close your left eye, you can see with the right
eye and if you close your right eye, you can see with the left eye. Both
the eyes bring in the colours and forms. So too, both ears can bring in
the sounds separately. The sense objects are called the sacrificial twigs
because they are as though offered to the seven flames as oblations when
perception takes place.

42

sÝaicR;> dIÝy> Sviv;yav*aetnain, ( mu{fk Éa:ym! )

43

sÝ-simx> sÝ-iv;ya>, iv;yEihR simXyNte àa[a>, ( mu{fk Éa:ym! )
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Sapta homäù: the seven rituals. Homa is the act of offering oblations
unto the fire. Unto these seven-fold flames, the seven-fold objects are
offered.44 The objects are seven types of oblations. When the oblations
are offered unto the fire, the knowledge of the objects takes place
simultaneously. Therefore, they are called seven homas.
Then, sapta ime lokäù yeñu (präëäù) caranti : these are the seven
apertures45 in which the seven flames (sense organs) that light up the
sensory world, move around. In order to eliminate the possibility of the
error of taking the präëas as vital air instead of apertures, this sentence
has been said.46
The seven flames resolve in the mind at the time of sleep, and come
out on waking up. In dream also they resolve in the mind. They are,
therefore, called guhäçayäù.47 Guhä means mind or buddhi. Nihitäù sapta sapta:
in every human body, Éçvara places these seven apertures. There may be
exceptions to this general rule, with some people having less than seven,
but exceptions do not make the rule.
The given and giver are identical, so there is nothing outside the
fold of Éçvara.48 It being so, all that is here is Éçvara. Knowing that Éçvara,
everything is as well known. It is the idea in the background all the time.

44

sÝhaema> tiÖ;y-iv}anain,’ydSy iv}an< t¾uhaeit’ (mhanaray[aepin;t! 25.1)
#it ïuTyNtrat! , (mu{fk Éa:ym! )

45

sÝ #me laeka #iNÔy-Swanain, (mu{fk Éa:ym! )

46

àa[a @;u criNt #it àa[ana< ivze;[imd< àa[apanid-inv&TywRm!, ( mu{fk Éa:ym! )

47

guhaya< zrIre ùdye va Svap-kale zerte #it guhazya>, ( mu{fk Éa:ym! )

48

yain c AaTmyaijna< ivd;a< kmaRi[ kmR)lain c, Aivgu;a< c kmaRi[ tTsaxnain
kmR - )lain c sv¡ cE t TprSmade v pu é ;at! svR } aTàsU t imit àkr[awR > ,( mu { fk
Éa:ym! )
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Mantra 9
At> smuÔa igryí sveR
ASmat! SyNdNte isNxv> svRêpa>,
Atí svaR Aae;xyae rsí
yenE; ÉutEiStóte ýNtraTma. 2 .1 .9.
ataù samudrä girayaçca sarve
asmät syandante sindhavaù sarvarüpäù.
ataçca sarvä oñadhayo rasaçca
yenaiña bhütaistiñöati hyantarätmä. (2.1.9)
ataù - from this; sarve - all;

samudräù - oceans;

ca - and; girayaù - the hills and the mountains (are born);
sarvarüpäù - of all forms; sindhavaù - the rivers;
syandante - they flow; asmät - from this;
ca - and;

ataù - from this; sarväù - all;

oñadhayaù - the plants and trees;

ca - and;

rasaù - the nourishing capacity;
yena hi - because of which; eñaù - this;
antarätmä - subtle body; tiñöate - stays;
bhütaiù - surrounded by elements
From this Brahman all oceans, hills and mountains are born. All
the rivers in various forms flow from this Brahman. And from this
Brahman are born all the trees and plants and their capacity to
nourish. Because of this nourishing capacity, the subtle body stays
in the physical body consisting of elements.
Ataù samudräù girayaçca sarve: from this ätman, the puruña who
is Parameçvara, the oceans, from the Pacific to Atlantic, and the hills and
the mountains came. Giri is a hill. The word ‘ca’ in the word ‘girayaçca’
includes the parvatas, mountains too.
Asmät syandante sindhavaù sarva-rüpäù: all forms of rivers flow from
this Parameçvara. All forms of rivers include streams ¯small and big. The
water of each river has its own quality, depending upon where it is
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flowing. The rivers are aneka-rüpäù, in various forms. They have different
names such as Gaìgä, Godävaré and so on. All these varieties of flowing
rivers are from Éçvara alone. Here, one must recognise the Éçvara-niyati, the
order because of which water finds its own level and goes towards the
ocean, and the ocean does not cross its limits. The water that is born in
the form of rivers and oceans, as well as the order in their functioning is
Éçvara.
Ataçca sarväù oñadhayo rasaçca:49 from this Brahman all the vegetation
and its nourishing capacity came. All the different plants and trees which
produce food, which are medicinal, which are nourishing, which give only
shade, which only flowers to please one’s eyes, which also make themselves
available for building works and so on, are born from the same puruña.
The plants and trees have the innate capacity to nourish the body with all
the ingredients like minerals, etc. Everyone requires various nutrients in
the food which is called rasa here. Rasa also means taste which is already
included in the präëa and, therefore, rasa here means nourishment. The
rasa in the oñadhis is also from Éçvara alone.
Yena bhütaiù tiñöate hi antarätmä: sustained by these nutrients alone,
the subtle body obtains in the midst of the five elements. 50 The word,
‘bhütas,’ five elements, refer to the physical body which is the kärya of the
elements. Ätman identified with the subtle body is called antarätmän. The
puruña exists in the form of subtle body, making the physical body alive.
Not only does the puruña stay in the physical body, but also, he stays in
the jagat which is made of the same five elements. It means he is the one
who sees, hears, smells, tastes and touches through the individual senses
as well as the total senses. He is the one who nourishes. He is the one
because of whom there is präëa in the physiological system, and therefore
assimilation.
Concluding the section, the çruti says,

49
50

pu:[aim caE;xI> svaR> saemae ÉUTva rsaTmk> #it Égvdœ gIta, ( 15.13 )
yen rsen ÉUtE> pÂiÉ> SwUlE> pirveiòt @; itóte itóit ýNtraTma il¼< sUúm< zrIrm!,
( mu{fk Éa:ym! )

8

Arsha Vidya Newsletter - December 2015

Shodasi Talks at Rishikesh,
October 8, 2015

On the occasion of Pujya Swamiji’s Shodasi function held at Rishikesh, tributes by
Pujya Swamiji’s desciple Students and Swamiji’s were given, a gist of which is reproduced here

Swami Viditatmananda:
Everybody knows that Pujya Swamiji was a
teacher, but now we can share our personal
experiences of how he was as a person.
Pujya Swamiji is a many-dimensional great
person. As I talked to different people I found
how in so many different ways he has touched
people. He was a teacher, of course, par
excellence, but he was also a highly talented
person. We could see his depths of knowledge
and understanding in many different fields.
Without any formal training he displayed a deep
knowledge of music. His compositions are
outstanding from the point of view of the lyrics
and from the technicalities of the music, not
only from the standpoint of the composition,
also how the bhavas were expressed.
Swamiji was a follower of astrology. He
connected with many people through astrology.
In every conceivable area Pujya Swamiji could
counsel people. In psychology, he was a great
counselor. He wanted to remove the pain and
grief of all those who surrendered to him.
His concern for Hindu dharma was just amazing.
You could see the pride that he had about the
tradition, about Hinduism, about scriptures. He
was very inspired about Hinduism and listening
to him the same thing would arise in you. At
the Hindu-Jewish Meet a few years ago, the
Chief Rabbi of Israel became his devotee. In the
next meeting, Pujya Swamiji taught them
Vedanta. It´s just amazing, some kind of magic.
He could attract people, he could touch them.
He always used to say in talking about
personnel management, how to manage
persons, “When somebody comes to you,
he should feel elevated in your presence.”
He was so humble and so accepting, so
accommodating, so compassionate.
I recently heard that many years ago in
the seventies when both Sri Swami
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Chinmayanandaji and Pujya Swamiji used to go
to the United States, somebody asked: Why did
you give this name to Swamiji? Dayananda is
a common name, the founder of Arya Samaj
had that name. Why didn´t you give some other
name? Swami Chinmayanandaji replied, “I had
no choice.” Pujya Swamiji´s compassion was
just flowing and everybody felt that.
Swami Brahmavidyananda:
Swamiji was one person whom I met who really
lived up to what he said. Giving, giving, giving,
and giving. He wouldn´t take anything unless it
was necessary, buton the other hand he was
ready to give to anyone who came to him.
Swamiji was yathoktâkari. As a teacher Swamiji
did not have any other commitment. Jagat
karanam brahman, aham asmi There was no
other commitment in terms of the tattva.
Swamini Brahmaprakasananda:
Om sri Guruve namah. Actually I have no
words to tell anything just now. I am so
overwhelmed. I don´t feel like telling anything
except that the very purpose of my life has
been to meet him, to be with him, to learn
from him. With his great blessings and grace,
what a chance to be of any use to him as a
physician. My becoming a physician was
cheritârtha in just doing any little thing I could
do for him. We all learned âtmâjñanam from
him, how to understand life from him.
Sheela Balaji:
As Swamini Brahmaprakasanandaji has said, it
is too early for us to share what Swamiji has
done for us. In my case, I think I came very,
very late. I did not come to study so much. I
was studying with Swami Paramarthanandaji´s
classes on Sundays from 1994. I only heard
Pujya Swamiji in 1997 when he gave a talk on
the Need for Cognitive Change. That really
changed my life, because after that I met
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Swamiji. I think that Pujya Swamiji was also
diversifying into seva, into all the publications,
and I guess that my interest or whatever talent
or skill I had at that time made us just join
together and there has been no looking back.
Swamini Pramananda:
For many of us the mind tends to keep going
back because we don´t know how to think
forward without his physical presence. For me
personally it is a very big era from very young
years.
Yes, mahâvâkya has been his key and that key
we all carry. We have carried it and we will
continue to carry it together in this life. But as
we carry that key and we live life, as so
beautifully Swamiji has said, “Life doesn´t just
bring an equation, it is about living that
equation. It is about actualizing that equation
into our entire thought system, our thoughts
and words and actions, that whole transforming
process, that cognitive change, that shift, that
internal shift.
Srinivasan:
As much as Swamijis´ and other devotees´
qualifications, the only qualification I have to
stand before you is that I am the younger
brother of Pujya Sri Swamiji. We are all blessed
that Swamiji came from our family.
Swamiji has been going all over the world. He
was roaring like a lion about the Sanathana
Dharma, our scriptures, upanishads, Vedanta
and values, and he had established, you know
very well, different institutions in different
places, to spread this knowledge of Vedanta. All
his disciples have the privilege of knowing these
teachings and spreading and keeping the flag
flying. I pray that Swamiji´s teachings will be
spread throughout the world by our more than
200 students who are spread out in the world
and they will prove that Sanathana Dharma is
the best for the individual to follow.
Swami Paramatmanandaji:
Namaste. I had some punyam to have a lot of
quality time with Swamiji. Since we are talking
about personal experiences, I would share what
Swamiji said himself to me. Pujya Swamiji met

10

with Prime Minister Modi in 2012 when there
was a crises. He was only there for two days. I
still remember vividly what he said. We three
were sitting. Swamiji was in the middle holding
ModiJi´s hand. Swamiji looked at me and
smiled. Then he said to ModiJi: “You know I am
a yugapurusha as a teacher and I see you as a
yugapurusha as a ruler.”
I used to tell him, Swamiji you are like a laser
beam. Any field he goes into, he sees through
and through. And when we look back at the
work that he has accomplished in one lifetime,
and the teaching that he has done, we thought
it was a matter of imagination that someone
could do. In a real sense, he was a vibhuti. In
a real sense there was an amsha, I can say.
Once when I wanted to do something my way,
he said to me that if Shankara was alive today,
he would do this. What a way of
communication.
I know what we will miss, India will miss,
dharma will miss, culture will miss. ... I feel like
an orphan. From the day before, I started some
decisions, where to go? It´s such a vacuum. At
political level, national level, social... you name
it. And that heart! So many sadhus,
mathadipadis, felt that he is like a father. They
have gone beyond their mariyadas.
With this pranams to Swamiji and with a prayer
that we relax and become stronger to fulfill his
vision.
Maharajapuram Ramachandraji:
Namaste. As Swamiji said, our Pujya Swamiji has
got the knowledge in every field, whatever he
chooses, especially with regard to music. Since
I am a musician, I want to say something about
that. Since his childhood, he has been hearing
the music of stalwarts like my grandfather
Maharajapuram Viswanatha Iyer, Ariyakudi
Ramanujam and other stalwarts
He used to say,”I don´t know anything about
music”, but when he composed songs like
Someswaram, Mahalingavibho, nobody can
believe his statement. That´s what I feel.
And I am very blessed because he had a very
great liking for me and my father´s music also.
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Anjali Mala by Dharma Rakshana Samiti &
Acharya Sabha

An anjali for Pujya Swami
Dayananda Saraswati was
organized by Dharma
Rakshana Samiti and Hindu
Dharma Acharya Sabha at
Hindustan College of Arts &
Science, Coimbatore on
December 5, 2015.

Pujya Swamiji's Portrait

In a procession of Tamil
devotional chant, vedic
chant, auspicious music and
young
bharatanatyam
dancers, a portrait of Pujya
Swamiji was brought to the
stage in a palanquin.

The meeting started with prayer by Swamini Pramananda by chanting Sri Dayananda
Panchakam.
Messages received from eminent personalities Sri A.B.Vajpayee, Ex Prime Minister,
SadviDadi Janaki, Head of Brahmakumaris, Sri Dada Vasvani, Sri Jaggi Vasudev, Sri
Narendra Modi, Prime Minsiter were read:

Sw.Paramatmanandaji

Swami Paramatmananda, General Secretary, Hindu
Dharma Acharya Sabha told that Pujya Swamiji had
Goddess Saraswati’s blessings and he was able to clearly
communicate the vision of the Sastra. PujyaSwamiji was
a yugapurusha aacharya. He created so many Teachers,
who are themselves, great scholars. He had fifth
generation Teachers coming out. He was an embodiment
of values. Swami Chinmayananda told that Swami
Dayananda Saraswati was an embodiment of daya and
he had no choice but to give him that name.
PujyaSwamiji lived the life which was a dynamic
expression of his compassion. He had the vision that the
nation can be protected only if our dharma and culture
are protected. His contribution to the society in the form
of AIM for Seva, Oduvar project, Ratha project and Veda
patashala are great. He had the vibuti of composing
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carnatic musical kritis due to Isvara’s grace. We are
blessed to have him as our Guru.
Sri Ram Madav, General Secretary, BJP told that our
civilization had continued to exist due to the Guru
parampara who have the authority to interpret dharma.
When PujyaSwamiji took a cause, he would undergo
any hardship for that cause. He had detached attachment.
Like Swami Dayananda Saraswati who lived in the earlier
century, he was also committed to protect dharma,
dharmi and desa. He will be remembered by the Teachers
produced by him. He was the greatest Guru of his time.
Swami Omkarananda

Acharya
Mahamandaleswar
Viswesvarananda Puri
Maharaj told that Sri
Ashok
Singhal
initiated the move to
unite Hindu Acharyas.
Pujya
Swamiji
completed that work
by forming Hindu
Dharma
Acharya
Sabha. He spent his
entire life for protection, preservation and
propagation of Hindu
dharma and Vedanta.

Sri Ram Madav

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
told that we should
live the vision of Vedanta and make it part of our life.
Buddhism has gained some status in the world. As our
tribute to PujyaSwamiji we should get the same
respectability to Hinduism. We should make our self a
fit patra to receive the blessings of Pujya Swamiji.
Sanatana Dharma is svadyaya, samyaksadana
and seva.
Swami Omkarananda told that PujyaSwamiji
benevolently gave the vision of Vedanta. As per the wish
of PujyaSwamiji he took over as President of Dharma
Rakshana Samiti. PujyaSwamiji empowered people and
gave them self confidence. PujyaSwamiji told that we
should practice, protect and promote Hindu dharma. The
devotees assembled took a pledge that they would
practice, educate, protect and promote Hindu dharma.
A lamp “Dayananda jothi” was lit.
Report by N. Avinashilingam

12

Sri

Swami

Sri Sri Sri Ravi Shankar

Acharya Mahamandaleswar
Sri Swami Viswesvarananda
Puri Maharaj
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Shraddhanjali - Madurai

Madurai paid shraddhanjali to Pujya Sri
Swami Dayananda Saraswatiji on November
1 st , 2015 at the Thiagaraja College of
Engineering, Tirupparankaundram. The event
was organised by ArshaParampara, Madurai.
The evening started with the Dayananda
Sisters MsS.Darshana and SmtSowmya Jay
Ganesh, rendering a few of PujyaSwamiji’s
compositions. They also presented
“Gnanapradayaka”, a composition on Pujya
Sri
Swamiji
by
SwaminiVidyanandaSaraswatiji in aaberi,
extolling his greatness and his remarkable
deeds which touched the hearts of all those
who were present.‘Setumstara’,one of
PujyaSwamiji’sfavouriteSama Mantraswas
then rendered by the students of Sri
SkandaguruVidyalaya
of
Thirupparankundram, followed by the
students of ArshaParamparachanting the Sri
Dayananda-Guruvara-Shatkam composed by
SwaminiVidyanandaSaraswatiji.
Swamini Vidyananda Saraswatiji spoke
about her reminiscences of her Guru.
Karumuthu Sri Kannan, MD of Thiagaraja
Mills and Chairman of the Thiagaraja College
of Engineering and Thakkar of Arulmigu Sri
MeenakshiSundareshwar Temple, paid heart-
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felt and glowing tributes to Swamiji, who, he
said, shone in the midst of mahapurushas.
Arutchelvar Sri Seetharaman of Viswas
Promoters, the legendary builder in Madurai
recollected Swamiji inaugurating the
ArshaParampara Centre. He shared many
more stories, which revealed his admiration,
affection, reverence and gratitude for Swamiji.
Dr.Aravind Srinivasan, of Aravind Eye
Care hospital impressed the audience with his
witty speech filled with precious quotes of
Swamiji and saying how as an enlightened
soul he carried his soul very lightly.
Sri Arvind Kumar Sankar of LAMPS Trust,
who hails from a reputed traditional generous
family recounted how Pujya Swamiji had
stayed in their home even during his
purvashrama days.
The final speaker was Sri Karthikeya
Sivam, Acharya of Sri Skandaguru Vidyalaya,
Thirupparankundram, whose love, reverence
and gratitude for Pujya Swamiji was indeed
touching.
The Shraddhanjali came to a close with
aarthi and pushpanjali to Pujya Swamiji.
Students of ArshaParampara, Madurai
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Swamini Svatmavidyananda’s Address to
Students after Pujya Swamiji’s Mahasamdhi
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Announcement for a 3 year course in Vedanta and Sanskrit at Arsha
Vidya Gurukulam, Rishikesh - 249 137, India,
beginning August 15, 2016
Applications are invited in a prescribed form on the Gurukulam website (www.dayananda.org).
These may please be submitted on or before April 30, 2016.
Acaryas: Swami Santatmananda Saraswati, Swami Brahmavidyananda Saraswati, Swami
Parabrahmananda, under the guidance of Pujya Sri Swami Dayananda Saraswati.
Course Content:
z
Vedanta: Important Upanisads and Bhagavad Gita, Brahmasutra with Shankara Bhasyam,
and many other supporting texts.
z
Sanskrit : Sanskrit language and grammar with Panini-Sutras
z
Chanting, Meditation, Satsanga.
Eligibility: Preferably a graduate with good knowledge of English and aged between 23 and 60
years with interest and commitment to study a long term course in Vedanta and Sanskrit.
Teaching is offered free. Donations expected for Room & Board.
For any query regarding the courses, please send email to
santatmananda@gmail.com or ng.gupta@rediffmail.com

DEAR ALL,
SWAMI DAYANANDA ASHRAM, Rishikesh cordially invites you for TWO CAMPS
as per details below by SWAMI TATTVAVIDANANDA SARASWATI who shall be
assisted by SWAMI SANTATMANANDA SARASWATI, in accordance with the AGNYA
of PUJYA SWAMI DAYANANDAJI.
During these days you will be exposed to Meditations, Yoga and Chanting . There
will also be Puja done 2 times a day to Pujya Swamiji’s Samadhi for everyone’s
participation during these days.
March 09-18
March 21-30

CAMP !
CAMP 2

-

VIVEKACHUDAMANI (SELECTED VERSES)
UPADESA SAHASRI (SELECTED VERSES)

SWAMI TATTVAVIDANANDA who is inducted as a trustee of Sri Gangadhareswar
Trust, Swami Dayananda Ashram is a learned pandita of Sanskrit and Vedanta.
With his rich store of knowledge, in a cheerful unaffected manner, and his eagerness
to share, Swami Tattvavidananda is highly appreciated and a beloved teacher
respected and welcomed all over the world.
We once again whole-heartedly welcome you with this special invitation to the above
courses.
You may participate in the event by logging on to
www.dayananda.org/course/login.php
Thanking You,
With Regards,
Swami Suddhananda
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DEAR DEVOTEES / STUDENTS,
DONATIONS ARE INVITED TO CONSTRUCT THE ADHISTHANA OF PUJYA
SWAMIJI. CHEQUES & DRAFTS CAN BE ISSUED IN FAVOR OF “SRI
GANGADHARESHWAR TRUST”. A RECEIPT FOR EVERY CONTRIBUTION MADE
CAN BE AVAILED WITH 80-G BENEFIT.
Regards
SWAMI SUDDHANANDA
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Six Week Vedanta Course 2015

with Swami Tattvavidanandaji at Saylorsburg Gurukulam

“ Vedanta helps you to assimilate life. Life
teaches us. So keep on studying Vedanta and
live your life.”
Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati

The Fall Vedanta Six Week Course 2015 was
held at the Arsha Vidya Gurukulam in
Saylorsburg PA from October 13 to
November 24. This was an adult camp. The
camp began with the orientation. Suddhatmaji
held the orientation on October 12 and gave
all the required information regarding the
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facilities at the Gurukulam. Approximately
80 students attended the camp. Swami
Tattvavidananda Sarswati taught Yoga
Vasishta and Gita Chapter 18 with
Sankarabhashsyam. Swamiji conducted
guided meditations in the mornings.
Additionally Swamiji held satsangs. The day
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started with Abhiseka to Lord Dakshinamurti
and it was followed by chanting class,
Sanskrit, Yoga, and Pranayama classes.
Satsang was held in the evening.
Suddhatmaji conducted the chanting classes.
Lance Daniels taught the Yoga classes, Vijaya
Hari Darve from Pune India taught the
Pranayama classes. Kalpesh Jasapara and
Terry Coe taught Sanskrit classes. Radhaji
and Girijaji taught beginner’s classes for
Sanskrit and chanting Rudram and Suktam.
Savithri Maniji organized a Bhajan group.
Swami Pratyagbodhananda participated in
Bhajan programs.
Events during the course:
October 21

Saraswati Puja

October 22
Vijayadasami

Saraswati Punar Puja,

October 25,
November 9 & 23

Prados Puja

November 11

Deepavali.
Mahalaksmi and
Kubera Puja.

The Deepawali observance was a simple
program in observance of Pujya Swami
Dayanandaji’s passing away this year. There
was no traditional special lighting of the
Gurukulam and no fireworks. Dinner was
served in the evening. Pujas were performed
by the priests. Swami Tattavidanandaji read
and explained 6 mantras from Sri Devi
Sukta, Mahalakshamashtaka. He said it is
necessary to attend Vedanta classes and that
reading books will not be sufficient to get
Atmdyana. Suddatmaji said that the
Gurukalam will continue all its work and
services in the spirit it was founded by Pujya
Swamiji.
From November 6 to 8, The Rajpit
Association of North America, held the Rana
Deepawali Gathering at the Gurukulam.
Children’s programs were organized by
Savithriji, staff and the volunteers. Swami
Tattvavidanandji gave a speech on Hindu
Dharma and its implication in practical living.
Suddatmaji invited the attendees to visit the
Gurukulam as often as they can.
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During the course members of the Young
Indian Cultural Association visited the
Gurukulam. Swamiji addressed the gathering.
He explained the various aspects exhibited in
the form of Dakshinamurti Idol. The Murti is
a symbol of all that is taught at the
Gurukulam. Suddatmaji summarized
Swamiji’s talk and answered questions.
Suddatmaji conducted the chanting classes
during the camp. Mantras were taken from
Srimad Bhagwad Gita, Yoga Vasishta,
Bhagyasuktam, Ayushyasuktam and Sri
Dakshinamurtistotram.
On November 22, the Bhajan Group under
the direction of Savithriji, presented several
Bhajans.
Priests Sri Ravichandran and Sri Ganesan
performed Pujas during the course. Lance
Daniels provided rides to airports and other
destinations for the incoming and outgoing
students during camp. The Kitchen staff
worked relentlessly to provide excellent food
during the camp.
The Teachers, Suddhatmaji, the Gurukulam
staff and the volunteers worked hard during
the course.
This course is now a tradition. It was
attended by the students who attend
Swamiji’s Vedanta course regularly. They are
serious students and they have good
knowledge of the Vedanta.
Swami
Tattvavidananadaji has been teaching this
course every year. Swamiji is a scholar and
an excellent teacher. A rare combination. He
is a dedicated, compassionate and understanding teacher. He tries his best to get his
teaching to every student.
Very simply, Swamiji is God’s gift to us. He
lives everything he teaches. No exceptions.
Several lives and life styles are changing to
Sattvik living because of him. This after all
is the aim of all the teaching at this
Gurukulam.
Hari OM
Reported by Arvind Bagal
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Thanksgiving Vedanta Retreat 2015
at Saylorsburg Gurukulam

The quest for the knowledge of self is a journey
into one’s self.
Swami Tattvavidananda Sarswati
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The Thanksgiving course was held from
November 26 to 29 with Swami
Tatttvavidanandaji
and
Swami
Pratyagbodhanandaji. The course began
with registration and orientation. During
the orientation, Suddhatmaji explained the
course schedule and provided other related
information. The children were grouped
according to their ages as: the juniors (ages
6 to 9), the seniors, (ages 10 to 12) and the
Teens (Ages 13 and above). Each group
had its own activities such as Vedic
chanting, yoga, Sanskrit study, drama, Arts
and Crafts, Vedic Heritage, aarati and camp
fires administered by the staff and the
volunteers. Lance Daniels, Savithri Aunty,
Ganesaji, Girijaji, Radhaji, Balaji, Vasilikiji,
and Saumyaji participated in the children’s
programs.
Swami Tattvavidanandaji taught Mati
Vilapanam from Upadesa Sahasri. He also
taught meditation. He held Satsangs.
Swami Pratyagbodhanandaji taught
Vrtasura Catuhsloki from Bhagawata.
Suddhatmaji taught chanting and Vijaya
Hari Darve conducted Yoga classes. Mukesh
Desaiji provided instructions in Hindustani
classical music in the Raga Bhairavi. He also
sang Bhajans.
Swami Tattvavidanandaji explained how
me and mine create separation. You act this
way because of your fears and desires and
create problems in life. You have to realize
that you are the knowing awareness. The
mind moves all the time. You need to slow
down the mind. For this you just watch the
mind. You cannot depend on mind for
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happiness. When the mind is quiet, you will
know that you are already happy. You are
the happiness.
Swami Pratyagbodhanandaji told the story
of Vrtrasura who requests the Lord to allow
him(Vrtrasura) to be a servant of God’s
servants; he did not want to be attached to
anything, not even the freedom from the
cycle of rebirth. All he wanted was to be
in the presence of God. Swamiji said it was
important to have this kind of devotion. To
get the knowledge that leads to the
devotion one should have a good Guru and
a proper school where such knowledge is
taught.
On November 28, under the direction of
Savithriji and with the help of Girijaji the
children presented a cultural program. The
Junior students enacted a play ‘Gopal
Bhaiya’. The seniors presented a play ‘The
tenth man’. The teenagers, in tribute to
Pujya Swami Dayanandaji presented ‘Lok
Kalyan’ a program showing Pujya Swamiji’s
work and his life. The program was greatly
appreciated by everybody.
All the staff and volunteers worked hard to
make the course a success.
Thanks giving camps are fun and
entertainment for all. The children enjoyed
it. The adults received valuable knowledge
also. During this camp they learned some
good Yoga and chanting. It was a very nice
gathering for Thanksgiving. The camp
ended on November 29, 2015.
Reported by Arvind Bagal
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God in Daily Dialog

by *Melkote Ramaswamy (melramaswamy@gmail.com

Hindus firmly believe in the Vedantic(scriptural) teaching that we are all divine—each
one of us. However, we do not recognize this divinity blinded by ignorance and ego.
Incidentally, the focus of all religions is God or equivalent—one with superhuman powers,
one who is omniscient (all-knowing), omnipotent (all powerful) and omnipresent (all
pervasive).
Broadly speaking, based on our relationship with God, we fall into two types: believers
and non-believers. However, whether we believe in God or not, we have to admit that
that all of us sometime or the other knowingly or unknowingly invoke God in our daily
life.
Consider these:
If something unpleasant happens, we exclaim Oh God.
If something good happens, we say Thank God.
If we get an unexpected boon, we call it a Godsend.
If we don’t want something bad to happen, we say God Forbid.
If we are seeking God’s approval on what we do, we say God Willing.
If we like someone to have good luck in their venture, we wish them Godspeed.
Nobody wants to be stuck in a God-forsaken place.
Quite a few wish they had rich Godfathers.
We elevate cleanliness as next to Godliness.
There is no better way of showering our love or gratitude to people than by saying God
Bless You.The nice thing about this is that we can do this whether we are young or old.
It appears that we all have two sides to our personality: , the good and the bad; the ugly
and the beautiful; the hard and soft; the bitter and sweet. Likewise, we also display
selfishness (call it High I-Q) and Godliness (by being kind, compassionate, forgiving and
sharing).One can relate this to Chapter 16 of Bhagvad Gita (DaivaasuraSampadVibhaga Yoga)
that talks about Devas and Asuras.
I believe it is the divine in us that prompts reference to God in our daily dialog—a sort
of unconscious gratitude for all that we get.
Melkote Ramaswamy is a physicist, speaker, writer and author of An Immigrant celebrates America
(University of Indianapolis Press, 2007) and Vedanta thru Dushtaanta (Adhyatma Press, Ahmedabad)
and is an active member of the Hindu Temple of Central Indiana and attends Vedanta camps at
ArshaVidyaGurukulam.
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7th National Conference

Organised by Ârsha Vidyâ Vikâs Kendra
March 4th (Friday),
5th (Saturday) and
6th (Sunday), 2016
His Holiness Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswatiji had touched the lives of many scholars,
intellectuals and free thinkers in India and abroad with his unfoldment of our ‘sastra’. To be a
small link in continuing that parampara - AVVK is organising a Conference at National level
in his Rishikesh ashram, on various Indological topics, and inviting scholars to participate,
especially those who have been associated with Pujya Swamiji’s work.
“Bharatadeshahitaya”
Topics - 1)The Vedas, 2)The Vedângas, 3)The Upanicads, 5)Sanskrit Literature,6) The Epics RâmâyaGa and Mahâbhârata,7)Bhagavadgîtâ, 8)Women in India, 9)The PurâGas,10)
Dharmaúâstras,11)Indian Philosophical Systems,12) Essential of Vedânta,13)VaicGava Vedânta14)
Ethics and Values,15) Indian Hymnology, 16) Bhakti Movement,17) Religious/Philosophical
Literature
Participation details
Faculties of the Universities, Research Scholars, Independent Researchers, Scholars, Authors,
Poets are invited to participate in the Conference.
Submission of Papers
The final paper in around 3,000 words (around 10 pages) may be sent by 1st March 2016
by email to atmaprajna@gmail.com, followed by the hard copy and the CD/DVD through Speed
Post.

Tentative Schedule

4th March 2016 (Friday)

Pre-Lunch
Post-Lunch

Inaugural SessionBook Release
Session I, II

5th March 2016 (Saturday)

Pre-Lunch
Post-Lunch

Session III, IV
Session V, VI

6th March 2016 (Sunday)

Pre-Lunch
Post-Lunch

Session VII, VIII Panel Discussion
Valedictory Session

Venue
Swami Dayananda Ashram
Purani Jhadi,Muni ki Reti,
Rishikesh - 249 201, UTTARAKHAND
Convener
Swâmini Âtmaprajnânanda Saraswati
Founder Âcâryâ, Ârsha Vidyâ Vikâs Kendra
A 1/1 Palaspalli, Bhubaneswar - 751 020
Mob - 094370-62034, e-mail - atmaprajna@gmail.com website - www.arshavidya.net
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Dear Swamiji ! Namaskaras !!

Dt. 21-12-2015

Hari Om !

The next Acharya Sabha is slated on 19th thru 21st February,2016. The meet will take
place at :
Sri KshetraTapobhoomi Gurupith
Opposite Kundaim Industries Estate
Kundaim – Ponda, Goa - 403115
Please fill up the attached form and send back to
Swami Nityashuddhananda Saraswati, Arsha Adhyayan Kendra,
B/h Vallabh Chambers, Lathi Road, Amreli – 365601,
Email : aakamreli@yahoo.com
With Namaste & Best Wishes,
Swami Paramatmananda Saraswati
HINDU DHARMA ACHARYAS’ MEET
19TH FEBRUARY THRU 21ST FEBRUARY- 2016
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

28

PHOTOGRAPH
NAME
ADDRESS
L:
(M) :
EMAIL :
NEXT PERSON TO BE CONTACTED
Address :
L :
(M) :
ARRIVAL
A. ARRIVAL MODE
B. DATE & TIME
DEPARTURE
A. DEPARTURE MODE.
B. DATE & TIME
WILL YOU AVAIL ACCOMODATION PROVIDED BY ACHARYA SABHA?
YES / NO
SPECIAL REQUIREMENT (IF ANY)
A. FOOD
1.
TEA / COFFEE / MILK
2.
WITH SUGAR / WITHOUT SUGAR
3.
DIABETIC : YES / NO
4.
CHOLESTROL : YES / NO
5.
BLOOD PRESSURE : YES / NO HI / LOW
6.
ANY OTHER :
B. ACCOMODATION 1.
OSTEOARTHRITIC : YES / NO
2.
TOILETS : INDIAN / WESTERN
3.
ANY OTHER :
C. ANY OTHER
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Pujya Swami Dayananda Sarawati

In response to the appeal in October 2015 issue,
there are few responses from devotees of Pujya
Swamiji which are being reproduces partly ….
Even before our beloved Pujya Swamiji’s
mahasamadhi He brought tears to my eyes.
It was the Love He embodied.He was an
extraordinary teacher of Vedanta, a great
visionary and mobilizer for Dharma. He
was Love embodied into a saffron laced,
declining, faltering body that I had the
immense grace of first beholding at Arsha
Vidya Gurukulum, Saylorsburg in August
2012.
Later when I had the opportunity to touch
His feet, I noticed His attentive care to meet
my eyes as He blessed me. Not a wasted
moment for our Pujya Swamiji - He was
present every moment.
When I attended courses in the AVG lecture
hall, I noticed how His very entry brought
a palpable love and reverence for Him
among the audience.
Pujya Swamiji personified joy and freedom
with such ease and spontaneous expression.
Pujya Swamiji, my loving pranam to you
always. We are so boundlessly grateful for
you; you showed us Fullness in your every
movement, Clarity in every word,
Compassion in every gesture, Service in
every deed. We love you. We miss your
beloved form. Your Love continues to move
and inspire us. …………….. Shilpa Rao
We call someone our ‘Guru’ when they
impart knowledge to us. About 6 years
back, I took an interest in vedAntA and that
is when I heard the word ‘Guru’ many
more times. That is also when I felt that I
did not have a ‘Guru’. I got my first
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opportunity to attend a 5-day two hour
session by Pujya Swami Dayananda
Saraswati , which was an eye-opener for
me. VedAntA I understood then is in the
way I need to live my life. Spirituality and
religion which until then meant the same
to me, suddenly looked different. I got an
opportunity to attend a session for the
corporates titled ‘Transformational
Leadership’, by Pujya Swamiji. Another eye
opener for me.I made a few trips after that
to Coimbatore to meet Pujya Swamiji and
every trip, it was a learning for me to see
the way he would talk to people with
compassion, listen to a child reciting a
mantra with keenness and a smile; and
appreciate the child for the way the mantra
was chanted, carefully listen to what was
being spoken and so on. His knowledge, his
way of explaining vedAntA leaving no
room for ambiguity in the student’s
understanding, is truly a blessing to
experience his teaching.
Today as I write this blog, Pujya Swamiji
has attained his mahAsamAdhi about 24
hours ago. I bow my head in gratitude for
being ‘at the right place at the right
time’’.When the sishyA is ready, the guru
appears…………Malathy Krishnan
In accordance with my regular routine for
the last 15 years of listening to Pujya
swamiji’ s lectures on various spiritual texts,
I was listening to his Swetashwatara
Upanishad in the early morning of sept 24th
2015, while doing my pranayama.Suddenly
the phone rang. Our Paravidyananda
mataji’s (of Arsha Vidya Kendra, Bangalore)
voice was grim when she broke the news
of MahaSamadhi , our beloved Swamiji
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attained the previous night. Even though
expected for some time, it was a shock
when it really happened.But in my mind
lingered his laughter and I immediately
thought indeed ‘ Bramhananda has another
name Dayananda ....Rama Chandrasekhar
I have a treasure. It is Swamiji’s
handwritten note of blessing for my first
literary foray into spirituality. Though a
translation, it is of Shankara Bhâshya on the
first chapter of Bhagavad Gita with an
explanation. It was Swami Chidananda
Puri, the original author in Malayalam, who
founded the Advaithâshramam in Kolathur,
Kozhikkode, Kerala, who took me to meet
the Swamiji in Anaikkatti. Swami means
owner. It is the owner who provides. That
one and only meeting made me know that
Swamiji is my owner. He has provided me
with such a blessing that I could release that
volume with his note in Kochi in Nov2013.
And his writings are another provision that
emboldens me, a pre-primary student of
Vedanta, for taking classes on one
Upanishad each year at Theosophy Society,
Cardiff, U.K. My Swami is ever present in
my dhana …V.Vijay Chandran IAS (Rtd.)
Twameva Maata cha Pitaa Twameva ……this sloka aptly describes our Poojya
Swamiji. I, Mrs. Rama Shankar, D/o. Dr.
S.S.V.Krishnan of Valparai, wish to share
with other devotees, Poojya Gurudev’s

blessings showered on me. I came under
Poojya Swamiji’s threshold in 1966. I was
a small child then. Swamiji, during his
Geetha Gnana Yagnas in Thanjavur, used
to enquire about my schooling, music
classes and Sanskrit classes every night.
Later, in November 1976, when I was
studying in Fatima College, Madurai,
Swamiji visited Madurai for a couple of
days. I wanted to have Swamiji’s darshan
but the college hostel authorities refused to
permit me to go out of the hostel during
working days. I wrote a letter to Swamiji
informing this. It was about 7 PM on a
week day. There was a prayer meeting
going on in the college reception area.
Suddenly I saw a big car approaching the
front of the college and to my surprise I saw
Our Poojya Swamiji getting down from it.
He just dashed into the Principal’s chamber
which was in the front portion of the
college. I just stood outside to watch the
happenings. I heard my name being
uttered by Poojya Swamiji to the college
principal. I immediately entered the room
and prostrated at the feet of Poojya
Gurudev. Swamiji then told me that on
receiving my letter stating my inability to
visit Swamiji, the great Guru decided to
meet me in the college itself. The college
principal had no words to describe the
vatsalya with which Swamiji had come to
see me in the college.
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